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PROPOSED RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION ON HOUSING WHITE 
PAPER (“Fixing our broken housing market”)
Report by Planning Policy

FOR INFORMATION

Portfolio: Planning – Cllr Angela Glass 

Key Decision: No

1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide an opportunity for Councillors to comment 
and input into the Council’s proposed response to the consultation on the 
Housing White Paper, published by the Department for Communities and Local 
Government (CLG) on 7 February 2017.  

2.0 Recommendation 

2.1 It is recommended that the Panel:

i. Provides any comments on the proposed consultation response, and
ii. Subject to any agreed amendments or additions, endorses the Council’s 

consultation response for submission to CLG by 2 May 2017. 

3.0 Summary 

3.1 This report presents the Council’s proposed response to the Government’s 
consultation on the Housing White Paper (“Fixing our broken housing market”). 
The Government is consulting on new planning proposals which will involve 
amendments to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and regulations. 
It also sets out some wider changes to national planning policy in relation to 
sustainable development and the environment.

3.2 The Housing White Paper sets out the Government’s plans to reform the housing 
market and boost the delivery of new homes in England. Marketed as radical by 
the Government, it seeks to tackle a multitude of issues including delivery of 
Local Plans, delays to housing completions post granting of planning permission, 
and the dominance of a small number of housing developers, all with the aim of 
“fixing the broken housing market”. 

3.3 However, many of the proposals are not definite or imminent. Instead many are 
subject to this 12 week consultation and a subsequent update of the NPPF 
(expected by the end of the year), or require further information to be published 
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for a separate consultation (such as the standardised approach to assessing 
housing need). 

3.4 The Housing White Paper is a material planning consideration in its current form. 
The extent to which individual proposals carry weight however, depends on the 
extent to which the paper states the proposal will happen, what detail is open to 
consultation, or whether it requires separate consultation. The proposals have 
not yet transcended into national planning policy.   

4.0 Subject of Report 

4.1 Appendix 1 sets out the covering letter for the Council’s response to the 
consultation. Appendix 2 sets out the proposed Council response to the 
consultation. The Council’s response must be submitted by 2 May 2017. The 
consultation responses will inform the subsequent update of the NPPF. 

5.0 Implications 

5.1 Resources:  The White Paper proposes allowing councils to increase planning 
fees by 20% from July 2017 if they commit to invest the additional fee income in 
their planning department.  The Government is also considering further potential 
increases for council delivering the housing needed by the community. This is 
with a view to increasing capacity with planning services. 

The additional fees can be used to acquire additional resources including staffing 
to meet the requirements of the White Paper. It is yet to be seen to what extent 
the new proposals to be introduced through national policy add additional 
resource pressures to planning services. This is likely to depend on whether 
proposals such as fixing five year supply save time overall, or are time neutral or 
negative given the likely time needed to prepare, liaise with developers and 
submit such evidence to PINs.  2017-18 budgets were set prior to the publication 
of this White Paper so forecasting during 2017-18 will need to incorporate the 
changes.

5.2 Legal: Planning law requires that applications for planning permission must be
determined in accordance with the development plan, unless material considerations 
indicate otherwise. 

The Housing White Paper is a material planning consideration, to be given 
consideration when determining planning applications and preparing Local Plans. 
The weight to be afforded to proposals and policy guidance is considered at the 
time of decision or plan making. 

5.3 Strategy: The overall aim of the White Paper is to increase the delivery of new 
housing. The Joint Core Strategy 2014 aims to meet the identified housing need 
by delivering sustainable communities.  

5.4 Risks: Any potential change to the NPPF presents risks to the plan making 
process. However, given the content of the Housing White Paper, and the stage 
of plan making at the Council, changes to the NPPF are not considered to be so 
fundamental as to delay the preparation of Local Plan Part 3. Of relevance 
however, in relation to Local Plans, is the commitment from the Government to 
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“set out in regulations a requirement for these documents to be reviewed at least 
once every five years” (para 1.8). This has implications for the Joint Core 
Strategy (JCS) which was adopted in 2014. Implementation of this proposal 
means the JCS would need to be reviewed and updated if required by 2019, as 
from this date onwards the JCS would likely be afforded less than full weight. 

5.5 Communications: The Council’s response, once made, will be public. The 
Council will make it available to local communities.

6.0 Consultation: Officers from Development Management, Economic Development, 
Conservation and Heritage and Housing have been consulted on the proposed 
response. 

Appendices:

Appendix 1: Covering letter for the Council’s response to the consultation.

Appendix 2: The Council’s proposed response to the consultation on the Housing White 
Paper (“Fixing our broken housing market”). 
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